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Each summer Brown University welcomes students from across the United States and over 70 other countries in 
academically rigorous majority non-credit coursework offered on-campus, online and in a variety of other domestic and 
international locations. In-person programs range from 1-5 weeks in length. For more information, please review the Pre-
College website.

This page includes FAQs for those considering participating in Brown University Pre-College Programs offered through 
the Division of Pre-College and Undergraduate Programs in summer 2026. Please read through the information below 
regarding visa- and immigration-related procedures related to in-person Pre-College Programs. For those interested in 
attending in-person Pre-College Programs, please note that Brown does not offer and does not require participants to hold 
student visas. 

This information will be updated if policies and processes change, and in spring 2026 as families prepare to participate in 
Pre-College Programs.

VISA INFORMATION

What should I do if I need a visa to study with Brown Pre-College in the United States?
Most, but not all, Pre-College participants obtain a B-2 Visitor Visa to come to the U.S. to attend the short-term and 
non-credit Pre-College Program. If you need a visa to attend a program in 2026, it is extremely important to start 
the B-2 application process as soon as possible – there are currently very long wait times of many months in visa 
processing due to mandatory visa interview requirements and expanded immigration screening (see below).

Because the B-2 is a general visitor visa, you do not need to have begun or completed your application to the Pre-
College Program to apply for this visa.

Note: Citizens of Canada are not required to have visas to enter the U.S.

How do I start the B-2 visa process?
Check your local U.S. consulate for information about visa application procedures and visa wait times. As of September 
6, 2025, you are required to apply for a visa at a U.S. consulate in your country of citizenship or official residence and in 
most cases a visa interview is now required. 

I’m from a Visa Waiver Program country. Do I need a B-2 visa?
If you are from Visa Waiver Program countries you can travel to the U.S. as a visitor without a visa (“visa free”). Upon 
arrival, you will be granted “WT” (Waiver – Tourism) status. However, you must have a valid and unexpired ESTA 
clearance prior to boarding your flight to the U.S. 

I am already in the U.S. and/or I have a different type of visa. Do I need to get a B-2 visa?
You may already have a visa that allows you to travel and stay in the U.S. and participate in the Pre-College Program. 
Some common examples include students already attending a U.S. high school on a F-1 student visa, H-4 dependent 
children of parents/guardians who have H-1B status, or children whose families are seeking permanent residence. To 
confirm your eligibility to attend a Pre-College Program, consult with your current immigration sponsor about your 
existing visa and whether it would be permissible for you to join a Pre-College Program using it.

continued on next page

Visa and Immigration Related Procedures
Frequently Asked Questions 

https://precollege.brown.edu/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visitor.html/visa
https://www.usembassy.gov/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/global-visa-wait-times.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visa-waiver-program.html
https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/


ENHANCED IMMIGRATION SCREENING
 
What is enhanced screening and how does that affect the visa process?

The U.S. government now conducts enhanced screening of visa applications. In brief, this process involves asking 
extensive questions about applicants’ social media accounts and activity, prior criminal and civil violations (including 
minor offenses), prior U.S. immigration violations (if any), and other matters, including security and background 
checks. Your local consulate may also have specific questions or requirements that may affect visa issuance. 

Also, upon arrival in the U.S., any foreign national may be asked to provide access to their electronic devices (e.g., cell 
phones, laptops, tablets) as a part of the arrival process. 

If you and your family have concerns about the screening process and your eligibility for a visa, talk to an immigration 
counsel before finalizing any travel plans to the U.S.

AFTER ARRIVAL IN THE U.S.

After arriving, do I need to complete any procedures?
After arriving in the U.S., every non-US citizen should print out a copy of their I-94 arrival record (from https://i94.
cbp.dhs.gov) and carry it with them at all times. Carrying a photocopy of your passport ID is also recommended. 
The I-94 form is your proof of legal admission into the U.S. If you are a U.S. permanent resident, carry a copy of your 
permanent resident card.

When you arrive, you will use 75 Waterman Street, Providence RI, 02912 as your U.S. address. If you are remaining in 
the U.S. for more than 9 days, you should complete Form AR-11 with your updated address and submit it to the U.S. 
government. In the case where you are arriving in the U.S, to participate in a Pre-College Program, you would change 
your U.S. address to your residence hall once you check-in. 

Do I need to follow the “Alien Registration Requirement”?
Non-U.S. citizens are required to be registered with the Department of Homeland Security while inside the U.S., if 
staying longer than 30 days. As the vast majority of Pre-College students do not remain in the U.S. over this 30 day 
limit, this generally does not apply. For others staying beyond 30 days, your proof of registration is your valid U.S. visa 
and/or your Form I-94. 

Note: Non-U.S. persons who turn 14 while inside the United States may need to re-register with the Department of 
Homeland Security within 30 days after turning 14. Parents/guardians may be required to assist any child under 13 
who turns 14 while in the U.S. with meeting the Alien Registration Requirement.

In the event of an emergency while on the Brown campus, students should call 9-1-1 (fire, medical, police).

https://www.cbp.gov/travel/cbp-search-authority/border-search-electronic-devices
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov
https://www.uscis.gov/ar-11
https://www.uscis.gov/alienregistration

